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May 14, 2018 
 
Hello, Pirate Families:  
 

My name is Dawn Olson, and I’d like to take this opportunity to introduce myself as the 

Gifted Specialist at Norterra Canyon beginning in August 2018.   

 

But first, I’d ask you to consider the following quote: 

“Change is the end result of all true learning.” 

I whole heartedly believe this applies not only for students, but for those of us who lead 

and guide them in their learning each and every day. I know you’ve already experienced 

several changes in gifted staffing in recent years.  While change can be difficult, it is 

absolutely necessary to move beyond ‘what is’ and to discover ‘what more is possible’.  

 

Everyone at Norterra Canyon is 100% committed to delivering high quality, highly 

engaging gifted services! In joining this team as your Gifted Specialist, it is my 

responsibility to make the learning environment positive, challenging, and one in which 

students of all learning styles feel safe to take risks as they achieve success. I’m excited 

to bring my experience and ideas to make that happen, and I’m equally excited to learn 

about and from your children.   

 

The 2018-2019 school year will mark my 16th
 year of teaching in Arizona. For the last 

three years, I’ve served as the Gifted Specialist at Paseo Hills and as a member of the 

DVUSD Gifted Leadership Team. Prior to that, I spent 12 years teaching in the Cave 

Creek Unified School District, with the last seven of those years challenging gifted & high 

achieving learners in a gifted cluster classroom setting.  

 

I’ve already met with Ms. Cole and your gifted cluster teaching team to learn about and 

plan for gifted services at Norterra.  This Thursday, May 17th, I’ll be on campus all day to 

meet with students and to work together with Mrs. Mineer and Ms. Lanese to plan 

further for next year. Please join me in the library, on 5/17/18, anytime 

between 5:00pm – 6:00pm, to allow me to introduce myself, meet you and your 

family, answer questions, and get your feedback as to what you hope to see as we 

move forward together to best meet the needs of gifted learners at Norterra. While I 

know many of you may have children involved in the band concert this same evening, I 

hope by planning our meeting just before that will allow you to get students in place for 

their warm-ups and reduce the number of trips you’ll need to make to campus at this 

very busy time of year.   I look forward to meeting you all!  

 

Sincerely, 

Dawn Olson 
Dawn Olson, NBCT 
DVUSD Gifted Specialist 
dawn.olson@dvusd.org 

 

 


